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John F. Nash
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About five years ago, the Economics Department at Princeton University was
fortunate to have the next speaker as a visiting professor. He has been in the
forefront of recognizing the importance of Nash’s mass action interpreta-
tion: Jorgen Weibull.

WEIBULL

THE MASS ACTION INTERPRETATION

In his unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, John Nash provided two interpreta-
tions of his equilibrium concept for non-cooperative games, one rationalistic

and one population-statistic. In the first, which became the standard inter-
pretation, one imagines that the game in question is played only once, that
the participants are “rational,” and that they know the full structure of the
game. However, Nash comments: “It is quite strongly a rationalistic and ide-
alizing interpretation” ([36], p. 23). The second interpretation, which Nash
calls the mass-action interpretation, was until recently largely unknown
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(Leonard [28], Weibull [53], Bjornerstedt and Weibull [6]). Here Nash ima-
gines that the game in question is played over and over again by participants
who are not necessarily “rational” and who need not know the structure of

the game:

active { passive

“It is unnecessary to assume that the participants have full
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and inclination to go through any complex reasoning pro-

cesses. But the participants are supposed to accumulate
empirical information on the relative advantages of the
various pure strategies at their disposal.

To be more detailed, we assume that "t}'lere is a population
. . active § pasSsive roles
(in the sense of statistics) of participants for each position of

the game. Let us als,gaﬁssume that the ’a'verage playing’ of

v
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thé & popuk;t'}ig%lus',g ‘and “that there is a stable average fre’qu'-
ency with which each pure strategy is employed by the ‘ave-
rage member’ of the appropriate population.
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Since there is to be no collaboration between individuals
playing in different positions of the game, the probability
that a particular n-tuple of pure strategies will be employed
in a playing of the game should be the product of the pro-
babilities indicating the chance of each of the n pure strate-
gies to be employed in a random playing” ([36], pp. 21 -
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The Game Is the Stake

Jonathan Sheehan

Author’s Note: Wright’s piece published by Cato Unbound is valuably read with his companion essay
in the Atlantic, especially by anyone interested in the powerful religious arguments that he advances.
I’ve taken the liberty of reacting to both, in hopes of putting the specifically religious questions on
the table.

Skeskskk

The first explicitly game-theoretical argument ever written began like this: “God is, or He is not.... to
which side shall we incline? Reason can decide nothing here.... A game is being played at the
extremity of this infinite distance where heads or tails will turn up. What will you wager?”

The French mathematician Blaise Pascal—for he was the author, of course, and the date, 1660—
answered simply. “Wager without hesitation that He is,” for there is “an infinity of an infinitely happy
life to gain,” but only “a finite number of chances of loss.”

What was Pascal after? Simply put, conversion. He offered the wager as a gift of Christian charity to
the unbeliever. This charity he modeled on Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians, “for Jews demand signs
and Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to
Gentiles.” The doubtful would trip over his wager, Pascal hoped, and tumble through conversion

into belief.

Importantly, conversion was never a morally neutral project, neither fog PQim nor Paul. Adding another
Christian to the world doubtless served the Christian community. But at heart of the conversion impulse ITmpE(:

was (and is) the conviction that the moral profit belongs to the new believer. The moral game of N ﬁIﬁﬁ;gi

. .. . . . . . o W
Christian conversion, in other words, is non-zero sum: the evangelist benefits, and so does excitation.
the evangelee. o beneti ¥ (wincwin)

Few saints were as clear (and ruthless) on this point as Augustine of Hippo. In a brief arguing for the
Roman imperial suppression—he called it a “correction”—of the sect of heretic Christians known as
Donatists, he compared them to raging madmen, who hate the physicians that would restore them to
health. What they call violence and persecution, Augustine noted, is actually therapy for the sick soul.
The “Church of Christ... persecutes in the spirit of love,” he wrote. What greater act of charity than
recalling men from the path of destruction and turning them to God?

. Here’s the point: zero sum and non-zero sum relationships depend on where you stand. The Donatists,
ground under the imperial boot, found themselves playing a zero-sum game. Augustine’s gain was their
loss, and catastrophically so, as things turned out. From Augustine’s perspective, however, this was not
true at all. What they lost, according to him, was Hell. And what they got was Heaven. No doubt
Augustine did pretty well for himself, preserving a unified Christian church. But the Donatists came

T6I+S 1



out ahead too, getting an infinitely valuable moral good—access to saving truths—plus the value of
true Christian community. Everybody benefits, right?

Right?
consliet of

Augustine tells us, I think, something interesting about Wright’s garning model of the moral /™~ &5x o< ™
imagination. The real stakes of the game do not matter. Or, more precisely, the nature of the game is the Ll) aj

—

real stake. Augustine insisted he was playing a non-zero sum game. A Donatist could ﬂ?t 51bly 2

—— reate balance - S‘hL.kE.
agree, and still remain a Donatist. For them, the difference between zero sum and non-zero sum games o -
!

was the difference between life and death. The entire struggle turned on the question: what klnd of Hazzarp

ame are we playing? mar+ [ Game «o. COnFlict oF 'Forces, Susnma,m/,
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This was true for Pascal too. Given his argument, even his seventeenth-century peers saw, any promise A dory

of infinite goods, however microscopically plausible, would demand your assent. But this weakness in Qxf Fiohee
the model didn’t really matter. Pascal was not trying to persuade you of anything specific about God. a(cgp{s
Rather, his was an effort to persuade you to believe in the game in the first place. Once you commit to H‘f{f}: ;;"" e

the idea of infinite €OOd§ once you start playing Pascal’s garne—th _garne is already over. , Suggestion...

e ,,\,“, 055¢b lrhies - infnite benetit =+ - - - < > wWe Wilee pon - zerg
And this seems to be true now as well. In his essay, Wright insists that in fact Mushrns and Americans sum §ame...

have common interests, and for this reason, we should believe in our non-zero sum relationship. In his
naturalist language, we would just let the mental “machinery work as designed” and extend moral

imagination to people with whom, in fact, our relationship is non-zero sum. <®/¥, lict o5 Torces..,
[ Su‘hmaél [, fy Vs. QX‘/;hc)“, 9’14
But I don’t see how this “common interest” can be neutrally adjudicated. We may have common

-

interests, indeed. Or mayber%nbt.mOr, most likely of all, some are common, and some not. Our vision of
political stability, say, may not be their vision of political stability. Even this is too easy: “they” is no
doubt a stoutly plural category, with as many different political interests as there are interested parties. Il
. . . . . o
The same would go for other interests—economic, social, moral, and religious goods—which ,n'lmf
can Wil
themselves are,\competltlon with each other. No matter what, though, there is. no neutral calculus for 5> qu alu.ce_,

converting one interest into another or weighing one against another. Only cash is )urdly 3nv§rt1ble Violence
not interests. \b umMmen co'\Fi I‘Ao;c& os 17 M“A' g wure’“j
eo

CON\P& N 091es... Qltual uMan P,bes cor 'ﬁw (4 ﬁs:’prn’:leﬂe
The crucial question, then, is whether we belleve that we are playing a non-zero sum game. And, even A .
LN oose.
more crucially, whether we can persuade others to believe that they too are playing such a game. And +fe:; r}':“

Wright recognizes this, I think. His sense that “transactional trust” rested on faith, in ancient times, ?‘V{’w: 15l

. ‘e . . R . . nTent...
rather than accurate perception, broadly testifies to this. In modern times, in his view, this trust is ICM Z;; T}
fading, the machine is “misfiring,” because modern media are getting in the way, and persuading us to 3“4' dance...
view (real) non-zero sum relations as zero sum relations. Hence the unnecessary conflict between @:;25;;, PAS..
America and the Muslims. Hence too the need for his book, to persuade us (and others) to believe in o+ ¥ 10ence
the non-zero sumness of things. ’fo /\ou/e. faith + /\a‘/' mate ‘ 1sh Yo leasn /

[{ve togethet, p ’99 no+ ,m eaf Mrmﬂy,éuf'coe)«/;‘/’

Persuasion comes in different forms, though L’Ze erght Pascal hoped that hlS written arguments .-, 1 n Ordenr
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disposal. After all, his letter of correction was addressed to a man named Boniface, the Roman military Wn;en,...

would win the favor of a public, and change the world. Augustine had more efficient means at his

tribunal charged with the enforcement of anti-Donatist laws in north Africa. Augustine, as it turns out,

kindness and concern haw value - 11's not & hard cwrrency, but it 1s
a Currencyh none the less... Teres 9



was here not trying to persuade the Donatists at all. Rather, he wanted to persuade the most powerful
empire on earth that the game was non-zero sum, and that it should start knocking some Donatist
heads. For their own good, of course.

We might scoff at the transparency of Augustine’s self-interest, but force and politics often decide the
nature of the game. Since the beginning, truth be told, modern toleration talk has always depended on
authority to enforce the kinds of games at play. John Locke’s 1689 Letter on Toleration, for example,
sounds a peaceful note. Anyone “may employ as many exhortations and arguments as he pleases,
towards the promoting of another man’s salvation,” but “all force and compulsion are to be forborn.”
Locke sought to demolish the Augustinian moral game, to transform the non-zero sum (persecution in
the spirit of love) into a zero sum (persecution is just persecution).

But what had the means to do this? Only a powerful state with the monopoly on violence, among
whose prerogatives it is to determine what kinds of games are being played with what kinds of
interests. It is the state that steps in and determines which interests have trumping power, and which do
not. I might firmly believe that forcing you to go to church is a non-zero-sum game (since you would
accrue infinite benefits), but the state tells me that I may not, because that is not how the game can

be played.

This may sound like a good thing, and certainly it was for some. But definitely not if you happened to
be Catholic, exactly those people who “have no right to be tolerated by the magistrate,” in Locke’s
world, because of their commitment to papal supremacy. For Catholics, the non-zero-sum game of
toleration organized by the modern British state was entirely a zero-sum game. They lost and the
Protestants won, and it would take another 150 years before they would be granted a semblance of civil
and political equality. And this was not an aberration of the system, but a sign of its smooth operation.

We might go a number of directions here, but I want to conclude with this suggestion: modern conflicts
between “the West” and “the Muslims” have less to do with misfiring mental machinery, and more to
do with the absence of any recognized authority for determining the kinds of games we are playing, and
which interests should count in them. Settling the nature of the game, I suspect, will take more than
appeals to a naturalized moral imagination. It will take hard political choices, whose costs will be
significant, both to “us” and to “them.” Admitting this up front seems the least we can do, speaking
here from the center of our own most powerful of nations.

Jonathan Sheehan is an associate professor of history at the University of California at Berkeley
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Why your life could be part of someone else's game = feserce

By: Tom Chatfield; 21st September 2022

Engaging a quest into a conspiracy or fictional mirror-world is akin to playing a uniquely
compelling game: one offering a heady mix of purpose, exceptionalism and escape in its pursuit
. anique  untetteced  afsoiute,and perfeed aecess
of purportedly forbidden knowledge. tpreality ) and therefore o menspoly of 1rut...
) ) _+hey cast¥hemselves as ng_-v...

Game-like elements underpin countless aspects of our lives today, from the mechanics of the
workplace to how we spend our leisure time. You may consider yourself immune to
conspiratorial manipulations, but you are most assuredly being played. Contrary to the motives
of would-be freedom fighters — there's no easy way to take back control.
An Alternate Reality Game is a fiction that plays out across multiple media, driven by a
community of players encouraged to research puzzles and clues scattered across seemingly
unrelated sources. Secret web addresses may be seeded in billboards, online videos or forum
posts. Messages from — or even conversations with — fictional characters, played by actors,
further the story. An active community of players and wiki-style repositories track everything
that happens in the "alternate" reality while, behind the scenes, authors and designers ‘(iirip-feecll

; 3 : x ge . 15 ‘nd i vid
their players new material and challenges. piogramming ny i U,t:f;e? G F The s, “o

) ) i aceepts mise © e suggestion... t he pPower
Conspiracy theories can be far more sinister and alarming than any game. Their potency is  b§ cuggest/on..

interwoven with matters of faith, politics and prejudice. Yet the ways in which its online
transmission has tapped into a crisis of trust, while filling that void with a participatory fantasy,
is painfully symptomatic of larger ills and of the ways in which people desperate for pleasure,
purpose and community can get caught up in unreal versions of the world.

-

The reward is participation in a rich and multifaceted story, woven throughout everyday life that

is not so much piecing together fictions as claiming you've seen beneath reality's surface into a

hidden pattern. peffern recognition... a monopoly of truth... member of an exclusive
class.., tribe, feamvs vur hero stories :
Anyone hoping to confront the toxic appeal exerted by modern misinformation needs to face the
fact that — among gt};gr (thi,l\lgs - Qg?_ple join the communities promulgating it because "they find
n t o

it fun, they find it engaging, anq(‘iuthey feel valued" with a perception perhaps of fellowship
within a tribe of warrior freedom fighters.

And the same mechanics underpinning this captivation are at work among not millions but
billions of people every day, in the algorithmically-honed arenas of social media and

weaponised information: in a world that "increasingly feels like a game we can't stop playing".
o-lﬂornL/xm: Braa)ly: o sfep-by. step procedure {er sg!vinj « problem or accomy ],'5/;,‘,,5 some and... Meculsive

Companies are utilizing “gamification” or game-like experiences (e.g. quests, opportunities) as
a means to encourage and incentivise employees to work harder, faster and for longer at
fundamentally disengaging work as a none-too-subtle form of surveillance and coercion. Gig
workers may be the most exploited class because none of these quests and bonuses and
promotions would matter if gig economy workers' overall pay wasn't so low. As it is, however,

- bonuses of a few extra dollars offered multiple times a day could make up a substantial

proportion of their income, at which point they effectively cease to be optional. The system's
shifting and ceaselessly monitored targets are, in effect, an intangible and unaccountable level
of management.



The more your work resembles a rigged game you have no choice but to play, the more likely |
you are to seek meaning and community elsewhere, and the more likely it may seem that hidden |
manipulations lurk behind all public rhetoric. "Companies that treat their workers like the

robots they wish to replace them with," Hon argues, "also motivate workers by telling them

they're part of a greater mission." But there's nothing authentic about most of the opportunities,

incentives and targets on offer. They are, in the words of the academic and game designer Ian

Bogost, pure "exploitationware": software loops whose ultimate purpose is to extract the

maximum possible value at the minimum possible cost.

The philosophy underlying this is known as behaviourism, and it's based on a deceptively
simple proposition. Rather than trying to understand the inner intricacies of people's mental
states, behaviourism suggests that paying close enough attention to stimuli and responses — tha% acursive
is, to the inputs and outputs of the black box known as "you" — is sufficient for understanding e ops...
the human animal. Once established, this understanding can then be used to optimise both

people and the systems surrounding them. At root, then, gamification can be thought of as an

apparatus of feedback loops intended to reinforce certain behaviours, and, by extension, as an
expression of faith in behaviourist models of mind and body. What is a game or a sport, after

all, if not a structure within which luck and skill can endlessly be reified and rewarded?
reify: toregard (something abstiact)as o material the

Technology's transformation of sprawling aspirations into manageable, measurable elements

and the power of the progression systems within them can be a source of awe of games' ability

to motivate and enthral us. But there’s all the difference in the world between being helped to

pursue a meaningful goal — whether it's health, pleasure or productivity — and being presented

with various forms of optimisation and box-ticking as if these were themselves the height of ~
human aspiration.

The reason why arat in a cage pushes a lever so much is because it's in a cage. It doesn't have
anything else to do." Behaviourism offers an excellent description of how animals constrained
within certain systems will respond to certain incentives. As a long-term recipe for human
thriving, however, it's fatally undermined by its self-fulfilling over-simplifications: by the ways
in which it suggests meaningful choices are bugs to be ironed out of suboptimal systems, rather
than central aspects of freedom and dignity. eque| human rights

A rat pressing a lever 500 times isn't telling you how much fun it's having. It's expressing the
fact that, out of the meagre options on display, this is the least terrible. Similarly, working with
the grain of human nature doesn't mean trying to make people as predictable or optimisable as
machines. It means taking a deep interest in why we love to play, for its own sake — then
exploring how this might transform everyday experience without either deceiving or
diminishing us. ¥ull disclosure of purpese ... ATm... ConvERSTON

What else does the responsible use of gamification entail? It's hard for any software — or the delicate
~workplace, or society — to operate ethically if too great a power imbalance is embedded within B‘;‘;i‘::fz
it. Transparency and the principled rejection of over-claiming are key. Similarly, "outsized when the
rewards and punishments are an eye-catching way to motivate us, but they warp people's h’::/gé:; ?

reasons for participating... and they can lead them to harmful or unhealthy behaviour".

G-L



Work on behalf of users! What are actually encouraging people to do — and why they might
wish to do so. Remain amazed at the tools at our disposal to change the world. Know that
people are able to do amazing things, if you find the right combination of conditions and
environment, of rights and guides. Gamification can work. You can use game design to help
people talk to other people from different viewpoints. You can make them feel safe while doing
it, make participation better through respectful dialogue thereby creating a better
conversational experience.

The best games, are patient and forgiving teachers, allowing players to experiment and
improvise, and when they're ready, helping them to soar. They are paths leading towards
something beyond the game: tools of possibility rather than coercion. And, for all its hazards,
gamification too can be a part of this. Just so long as its levers and loops aren't mistaken for a
final verdict on human nature — or the roadmap for a future within which work, play and
consumption are equal grist to behaviourist mills. ihspire-—workpl oy
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Impact Imparts Excitation... e gef stirred wp... We are moved !,

The impact of information, observations, or experiences can

result in a stirring and we become moved. This is the

moment of the thrill of it all that I referred to in the

segment about how we steer the ‘course of human events’ by
affecting the ‘course of thought'. We get stirred up. We

become aware that we have some work to do. We seek the
knowledge and guidance necessary to return to our 'rest

state'. Practice makes our work easier and playful. We begin

to structure our knowledge and understanding of our ‘
activities and ‘'master’ our practice and are at rest inour %" J::”

' . . direct ond protect, wdance ...
command' of it. We begin to share and direct ofhers’in = islence...
their quest for knowledge and guidance and thereby fulfill

our responsibility of becoming as a ‘Luminary’ to others. This

is an opporTuni’ryw@ bear witness. To cultivate and reinforce

what is best and highest in others and ourselves.

What. Unlimited # of Beneficiaries

In the case of this World Wide Reality Game, the prizes
that can be claimed by participants during game play take
two fundamental forms: Unclaimed Inheritance and Lost
Treasures.

Unclaimed Inheritance is singular because it is a 'state of
affairs’ that can only be laid claim to by the collective, at
the '‘Macrocosmic Level'. I envision this 'state of affairs’ as
a ‘playground for the children'. I view this as the most
desirable intention and the highest form of evolutionary
development for the shared human experience.

In my opinion, this inheritance remains unclaimed because
we are beguiled, continually forfeiting what is of greater

ITE l.f2



value for what is of lesser value. Every individual is blessed
with certain gifts, talents and abilities, and the power to
influence the course of human affairs. Yet we live beguiled,
seemingly content to undervalue our creativity and
productivity. Allowing those who believe themselves to be
entitled to lord over us to claim credit and be compensated
for our contributions.

Lost Treasures are plural because these can be laid claim to
by individuals acting independently of one another. This is
what I term ‘workplay’ and can be embodied and
incorporated at the ‘Microcosmic Level'.

Lost Treasures represent treasures that are ‘lost to notice’.
We remain ignorant of their value and therefore these
treasures command little, if any, of our attention. We have
become lost to our ‘workplay’, the opportunity to look

dg"’h,‘j e ey . o -
forward to the dayé activities with the same joy and doy's ~
anticipation as a child who looks forward to ano’rher‘dﬁyé'

play.

Work and play need not be mutually exclusive. When an
individual discovers an activity that brings them joy and
fulfillment, then work becomes play. This is another example
of a 'conversion factor'.

This is a 'state of affairs’ where we are enveloped in a
quality of experience that is almost timeless. The day
passes in a flash because we have been ‘folded into’ the play
and companionship of good friends and fun activities. When
the day ends, we lay our head down to rest so we can awaken
refreshed with the anticipation of looking for'vyard to
another days’ activities. Let's do 1 t again:

Do it 64k ..o & child's exclamation!

IIE 242
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G. Spencer-Brown
George Spencer-Brown (born April 2, 1923, Grimsby, Lincolnshire, England) is a

polymath best known as the author of Laws of Form. He describes himself as a
"mathematician, consulting engineer, psychologist, educational consultant and

practitioner, consulting psychotherapist, author, and poet.

Laws of Form, at once a work of mathematics and of philosophy, emerged out of work in
electronic engineering Spencer-Brown did around 1960, and from lectures on

mathematical logic he later gave under the auspices of the University of London's

extension program. First published in 1969, it has never since gone out of print.
Spencer-Brown referred to the mathematical system of Laws of Form as the "primary
algebra” and the "calculus of indications"; others have termed it "boundary algebra.” The boundgr V4

. . . L . conditions,.,.
primary algebra is essentially an elegant minimalist notation for the two-element Boolean eloted o

algebra, very similar to formal systems Charles Peirce devised in work written in the MOdAI
1880s and 90s (see entitative graph), but in some cases not published until after the first

edition of Laws of Form. Laws of Form has influenced, among others, Heinz von

Foerster, Louis Kauffman, Niklas Luhmann, Humberto Maturana, Francisco Varela and

William Bricken. Some of these authors devised "enhanced" or modified versions of

Spencer-Brown's Laws of Form, with interesting consequences. -
The Cws#Mg |

of spells,

Two-element Boolean algebra : - |
The two-element Boolean algebra is the simplest Boolean algebra, one having justtwo 4, casting ‘

elements, named 1 and 0 by convention. Paul Halmos's name for this algebra, 2, has of reles... ‘B
3

— el into Sera -
some following in the literature and will be employed here. . N i :r{éufg an ori’wja?éem
_ , chaos 'niprms order-Craftins Prachiee call fo ordel, \
Associated with any Boolean algebra is a partially ordered set B €alled the universeor .., 4 parl-.alJz

— of all latent

carrier, such that the operations of the Boolean algebra are mappings from Bnto B. The ordered seT 1
|

carrier is bounded by its distinguished members 0 and 1. 2 is simply the Boolean algebra e,le,me,&”s or

whose carrier is identical to the set of its bounds, so that £={0,1}. i‘;":‘i’f:n c sots —

There are several names and notations for the two binary operations of Boolean algebra.4 con 0(/7(/9/\64 |
- . entanglement

Here they are called 'sum' and 'product’, notated by infix '+' and "', respectively. Product e,

. . . enfangled

is often denoted by simply concatenating the operands. Sum and product commute and con A;?fs A 3

associate, as in the usual algebra of real numbers. As for order of operations, "'
assoclate

precedes '+, but brackets may override. Hence A.B + Cis parsed as (A.B) + C not
A.(B + C). | |
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George Spencer-Brown and Journalism

October 5, 2016 clclark563 Journalism 4 comments

The following are two disconnected sections from a paper I’ve been trying to write for a
long time now. The draft still needs work, but I thought I should post something since I
haven’t posted anything for a while:

Luhmannian systems theory, inspired by George Spencer- Brown 8 Laws of Form (1969),
begins with the injunction to draw a distinction. We should empha31s that is an-indeed indeed an
injunction, or command. Spenser-Brown, a mathematician, likens “draw a distinction™ t0  boundar

a recipe or musical composition. Two-sided forms are produced by distinctions, and a

form is a command that if followed opens up some possibilities while simultaneously -

~ excluding others. The excluded possibilities, or the contents of the unmarked side of the
form, remain available for future selection but are ignored gt lsast temporarily. For
Spenser-Brown, any mathematical operations, as well as kind of thought, relies on a
distinction; therefore, communication also relies on distinctions. Different distinctions
give rise to different ways of seeing and knowing. Qus View of ¥ ke werld and

owd I‘O‘Q 1) l"’
As Spencer-Brown (1969) writes,

We take as given the idea of distinction and the idea of indication, and that we
cannot make an indication without drawing a distinction. We take, therefore, the
form of distinction for the form. (p. 1)

All distinctions have a marked side, and unmarked side, and the possibility to “cross the
boundary” between marked and unmarked. In Spenser-Brown’s words,

a distinction is drawn by arranging a boundary with separate sides so that a point
on one side cannot reach the other side without crossing the boundary. For
example, in a plane space a circle draws a distinction. Once a distinction is drawn,
the spaces, states, or contents on each side of the boundary, being distinct, can be
indicated” (p. 1). The space in which the distinction is drawn is called “the space
severed or cloven by the distinction (p. 3).

For human consciousness as well as social systems, cognition requires the drawing of
distinctions. We might call distinction a way of reducing complexity. In simple terms, if
we try to take in everything we can focus on nothing.

In line with this concept of the two-side form, it is clear that autopoietic (self-producing
and reproducing) systems are not entities in the ontological sense; they are differences—
system/environment differences. That is to say, social systems theory does not treat
systems in the ancient Greek sense as wholes made of parts (Riihl, 2008). Luhmannian
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systems theory is radically non-reductionist because it refuses to divide reality into whole /'\eaps “PJ

and parts.

We can say that the journalism system draws a circle with news on the inside and non-
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‘ i . . dussemination
news on the outside. To produce news, the journalistic communication must be able to

cross the boundary from the marked to the unmarked sides of the form. The journalism

system must continually produce news because the moment information becomes known

it crosses over to the unmarked side of the form. The non-news that is repeated retains the ex*moro!«‘na-l‘y
meaning but loses its news %/'algg. As Luhmann puts it, “New information is continually becomes Ordinary...
needed to satisfy the mass media system” because the moment information is actualized, disseminafed

or becomes known to the public, it loses its iI}y{OfIB&EVe values and becomes non- ed information ts

. . afiKe wnmar

information (2012, p.121). Yarceted ‘ nod $grqated a‘iznfkumﬁ)‘i;d
. . . ';-9" convelrS10n . "FOI‘ CQI];‘rs,‘on W . ¢ P ¢

The public, we argue, is part of the journalism system because it closes the o be "4 convested

communication loop. In other words, once a story has started circulating among the wfo Know le;otge.

public, journalism moves on to a new story. This process is especially important in unde s tonding

contemporary global society because, thanks in part to social media, news very quickly or wisdom!,,

becomes non-news. Consequently, the journalism system rarely devotes long spans of
time to a single story. And when it does stay with one story for a duration of time, it must
continually uncover new details or incorporate small stories into one larger story.
Autopoietic systems can learn, and the feedback loop with the public allows journalism to
learn. In particular, journalism learns how to produce more news and to produce it more
quickly.

Luhmann argues that the printing press played a decisive role in the switch from
stratification to functional differentiation. This dissemination media created a tension
between hierarchy and heterarchy. This fact relates to the censorship issue. As Luhmann

writes chu‘cg\ prich 4 cateh!, ~ see; Holocracy, Coopatatives -
- - A - .
ran (2.5. faw ¢ accountsng Etns) for

In China and Korea, the printing press was a dissemination tool in ruling
bureaucracies. In Europe, which had from the outset set its sights on the economic
exploitation and market distribution of printed material, the authorities sought to
resolve the conflict by means of.censorship. Their failure, inevitable with the
multiplicity of printing‘rczecgnté'f~ %s'Various territories and the rapidly increasing
complexity of printed communication, finally obliged all hierarchies, including
those of politics and law, to come to terms with fundamentally heterarchically
communicating society. Since the eighteenth century, this state of affairs has been
celebrated as the primacy of “public opinion.” As far as differentiation forms are
concerned, this corresponds with the transition to functional differentiation.

Modern technology takes us an important step further. It also attacks the authority
of the expert. (2012, p. 187)

The public, along with public opinion, has arisen in tandem with the journalism system,
beginning with the invention of the printing press. Prior to the invention of the printing
press there was no public as such. As Johannes Weber (2006), in his history of the
newspaper in Europe, argues,

there is no question that the reading public was brought into existence by the
The &mwgu.f Form
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beginning of printing. The same applies to the genre of political publishing and
journalism in the narrower sense. (p. 388).

Since Luhmann died in 1998, he witnessed only the start of the Internet revolution. But

Dirk Baecker—student, translator, and edit01"“ %f‘l%?hmann—extends Luhmann’s work in

this area. Baecker lists four dissemination media—oral language, writing, print, and the
computer—and argues that the introductiopn?graMngnygissemination media produces the - g4 o
challenge of dealing with an overflow of meaning, and the solution society finds is to Yo
switch to a new cultural form. We can add photography, film, radio, and television to this A®'52
list of dissemination media, as they all cause some kind of discontinuity. As Baecker teho
argues, a new dissemination media

triggers a catastrophe by forcing society to either switch to another mode of
reproduction or to reduce the newly introduced media to some structure which is
in line with society’s received and established ways for dealing with meaning, for
instance to reduce writing to a device for poets memorizing their orations, the
printing press to a means for circulating holy scriptures, or the computer to a data
store. (Baecker 2008, p.7)

Censorship, Baecker argues, is a means of dealing with an overflow of meaning in a

printing press society, not a computer-based society. Therefore, censorship alone doesn’t

work anymore. The CCP cannot just censor; it must contribute new, competing

information—thus the Fifty-Cent Party. It floods the mass media with competing

information, and by producing more information it adds ambiguity, not clarity. It muddies 5. nel
the waters, so to speak. Or put another way, it increases the variety from which the public +o

must select meaning. ""';Qo
rati
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WIKIPEDIA

Ship of State

The Ship of State is a famous and oft-cited metaphor put forth by Plato in Book VI of the Republic (4882—489d). It likens

the governance of a city-state to the command of a naval vessel and ultimately argues that the only men fit to be captain

of this ship (Greek: vadQ) are philosopher kings, benevolent men with absolute power who have access to the Form of

the Good. The origins of the metaphor can be traced back (o the lyric poet Alcaeus (frs. 6, 208, 249), and it is found in
Sophocles’ Antigone and Aeschylus' Seven Against Thebes before Plato.

Contents

Plato's use of the metaphor -

The Ship of State since Plato
Actual ocean liners

See also
External links

Notes

Plato's use of the metaphor .

Plato estab\lri‘skgs (}R fgq}[g{i§gng¥ ;?f}lg that God was one of the best models of describing the steering of a ship as just
like any other "craft” or profession — in particular, that of a statesman. He then runs the metaphor in reference to a
particular type of government: democracy. Plato’s democracy is not the modern notion of a mix of democracy and
republicanism, but rather direct democracy by way of pure majority rule. In the metaphor, found at 488a-489d, Plato's
Socrates compares the population at large to a strong but nearsighted shipowner whose knowledge of seafaring is lacking.
The quarreling sailors arc%dcmagogucs and politicians, and the ship's navigator, a stargazer, is the philosopher. The sailors
flatter themselves with claims to knowledge of sailing, though they know nothing of navigation, and are constantly vying
with one another for the approval of the shipowner so to captain the ship, going so far as to stupefy the shipowner with
drugs and winc. Mcanwhile, they dismiss the navigator as a useless stargazer, though he is the only onc with adequate

— - : !
knowledge to direct the ship's course. ﬂ ’4«” SA'P Ma @ 51” ‘!-0 ‘STQ‘QJ- hg'ﬁ E’/ o

Dur wake lecomes our legacy

The Ship of State since Plato

Tt has been routinely referenced throughout Western culture ever since its inception; two notable literary examples are

Horace's ode 1.14 and "O Ship of State” by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. Roger Williams, the founder of Rhode Island,

used the metaphor in his Letter to the Town of Providence (1656).

More recently, it has become a staple of American political discussion, where it is viewed simply as its image of the state
+ demagoque " [ poople + 19 lead ] : a person who appesls to the emotions and prejudices
of people esp. in grder 1o gain polilical power: also Awagog
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as a ship, in need of a government as officers to command it — and conspicuously absent of its anti-democratic, pro-

absolutist original meanmg Yab Se Iu.‘fllSm |: the ‘H'L"Y that °' ruler 0 r erVgrnme.n t SAOch;l /\aV&
abselute power 2 odunmcn'/ y af absofute ruler or authort d
"au‘“\ohfy 3:power o InFluence thoughtor dt vor Y!freedort Jrudul RLGUT 5 person 1n cemMman
The term has entered popular culture as wellJ Leonard Cohen s song "Democracy” contains the line "Sail on. Sail on, o
mighty ship of state. To the shores of need, past the reefs of greed, through the squalls of hate.” Also, in his second novel
Beautiful Losers (1966), Cohen writes "Sail on, sail on, O Ship of Statc, auto accidents, births, Berlin, cures for cancer!"

(p. 12). In the British TV series Yes, Minister, Sir Humphrey Appleby pointed out that "the Ship of State is the only ship

that leaks from the top".[1]

Actual ocean liners

Beyond the political metaphor, in the 20th century, "Ship of Stgte” became a term applied to ocean liners which were

built to be floating symbols of a state's artistic and technological advancement; normally flagships of the country’s most
successful passenger shipping line, and the construction of which was often subsidised by the state government.
Examples of liners considered Ships of State are the RMS Queen Mary (United Kingdom), SS Normandie (France), §§
Rex (Italy), SS  France (France), RMS Queen Mary 2 (United Kingdom), and SS United States (United States).

See also

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ship_of State*

m Allegorical Interpretations of Plato
» Plato's political philosophy

m Spaceship Earth

m Collective intelligence

External links

= Longfellow's "O Ship of State (http://poetry.poetryx.com/poems/6310/)."
m Text of book VI (http://classics.mit.edu/Plato/republic.7.vi.ntml) of Plato's Republic.

Notes

1. Season 3, episode 5 ("The Bed of Nails") at ca 25:33 mins

Retrieved from "https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ship of State&oldid=878788483"

This page was last edited on 16 January 2019, at 22:54 (UTC).

Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms
may apply. By using this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy. Wikipedia® is a
registered trademark of the Wikimedia Foundation, Inc., a non-profit organization.
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